
Summer Camp Memories; 

 

When trying to describe Edmund Rice Summer camps to others I struggle, as 

for me no words can describe what this experience is like. Fun filled, 

enthusiastic, energy packed, laughs, smiles and care are only some words that 

cannot even begin to add up to these camps. I have been a leader of Edmund 

Rice camps for just over a year now, my first camp was a Far South Summer 

Camp in 2013, a year later and many camps and fun fests later I captained my 

very first camp, it too was a summer camp.  

The joy I get out of being a leader and a captain of Edmund Rice camps is the 

change of the kids that come on the camp with us, from the first day when they 

are quite cautious and nervous about what the camp will bring, to the first game 

or activity where they get real excited and start to let their hair down, to the 

debrief when they share their special stories, moments and memories from the 

day and finally to when they don’t want to leave you on the last day and they 

seem like a completely different kid to the one that first stepped foot out of the 

car 3 days earlier. I find that throughout the camps you give the kids so much 

joy, laughter and time to just be kids that they also return it to you, by the end of 

the camp it feel like you have come away with more than what you came with. 

The special moments of laughter and joy that you spend with the kids are 

known to us as ‘Eddie Moments’, moments you come across that are special 

and the stick with you. Another amazing experience about Edmund Rice camps 

is the kids remember you and when you go on another camp with you, they 

remember all the things that you did last time with them and they are so excited 

to see you again. Edmund rice camps gave me the chance to be a kid again with 

the amazing kids that come on the cams with you. 

There are many more things that I could talk about; I could easily write a whole 

book about my Edmund rice experiences, but for now I will leave you with this. 

 

Hannah Clear 


