
Summer Camp A – 2014 

 

As the summer camp season ends, the Eddie Family is yet again filled with joy and an overwhelming 

sense of presence, compassion and liberation. The beauty of this motto is that it acts as a guiding 

light to our leaders, just as they act as a guiding light to the small and exceptional children that 

experience the power of our camps. Our EO, Andrew Blackett said, that although the camps a 

fleeting moment, it is like turning a light on for child in a room of darkness. 

The first Summer Camp of the season was held at The Lea Scout Centre and was captained by 

Bridgette Kaminski, Merryn Allen and myself. This was our first time captaining and it went off with a 

bang. Like any camp we had long days and late nights, however this camp was different, it was the 

biggest camp ever to happen in Eddie History. Full to the brim with 32 children, 32 leaders and a 

leadership team of eight we pulled off the show with an amazing amount of grace, thanks to the 

many hours of organisation and support beforehand.  

As a leader you are in amongst the whirlwind of it all. However captaining for the first time gave me 

an eye-opening and priceless understanding of the true affects our leaders and participants have on 

each other. Amongst all the planning and the execution of our spy themed camp, we experienced 

precious moments, where we were able to step back and watch friendships grow and children 

flourish. You must forgive me now, as I attempt to describe the golden moments that I looked in on. 

Most of these moments from a first glace appeared small and insignificant, however, from looking 

closer, I was able to watch a young girl learn to trust a male for one of the first times in her life. 

Indeed the moment was small, as they sat on a step and chatted about nothing in particular, but it 

shows the value of presence between leaders and participants. Another invaluable moment was 

watching the way one young boy escaped to an imaginary world full of spy battles and kung-fu, it 

was not this in particular, but it was seeing the amount of effort and dedication his leader put in to 

make the world real and exciting for both of them and from this a strong bond was formed. Amongst 

all of these friendships and bonds, we spent four days embracing the simple and treasured things in 

life. We spent afternoons at the beach, cooked, played laser games, had water fights, and the 

inglorious camp quiz, which we will all remember fondly.  

Without the dedication of each leader, we would not have been able to do this and fortunately over 

Camp we were lucky enough to have the wisdom, experience and support and Ann and Gill Viney. 

Who both cooked, but also were Leader Support, which is a role we have for the leaders. Over the 

four days Gill spoke with every leader, discussing their inner thoughts and the elements of camp that 

they found enjoyable, challenging and eye-opening. Gill has camped with Eddie Rice for 20 years and 

this wealth of support went a long way for the leaders. Personally, having Gill to sit back and discuss 

things with gave me another perspective that allowed me to see the many and varying ways people 

experience camp and for that I am truly grateful. 

I speak for everyone as I say that the experiences we gained throughout the four days on camp and 

were invaluable and cause a momentous amount of feelings, but after walking away from camp and 

stepping back into my reality I know that every time I go back for another camp my fight for social 

justice grows stronger and causes a hunger inside me that is only ever satisfied from camp. I’m 

hanging out for the next one and look forward to seeing you all. 

Eddie, Eddie, Eddie! All the way from Sydney! 


